Distance Education Committee

Minutes: October 6, 2003

Members present:  Gary Ernst, Doug Grenier, Myra Haulmark, Jane Johansson, Cliff Layton, Diana Lurz, and David Tait.

Members absent: none

Doug Grenier called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

Minutes:


Myra Haulmark moved that the minutes from the 15 September 2003 meeting be approved. Cliff Layton seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously.


Following discussion, David Tait moved that the minutes be voted on via e- mail with the understanding that corrections to the minutes would be considered at the next meeting. Diana Lurz seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously.

Online Course Development/Revision Process:


The committee examined the online course development/revision process document that Myra showed us. The committee suggested the following changes to the document:


1) Deans do not need to be involved in the process.

2) The planning meeting needs to include recommendations by the faculty member.

3) A back-up plan needs to be developed if faculty desired software is unavailable or unattainable.

4) The design of the prototype unit needs to be reviewed, but the content of the prototype is the faculty member's responsibility.

The committee also is unclear on the following issues:


1) Who decides ultimately which classes are put online?

2) What happens if a faculty member develops an online class on their own initiative?

The committee learned that department heads rather than Myra initiate and schedule distance education classes.

Other Business:


The committee discussed general issues concerning distance education. Members of the committee will be looking at other schools to see how they handle testing in distance education classes.

The next meeting was scheduled for November 3rd at 1:30 pm in the Baird Hall conference room. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

Submitted by Jane Johansson

